
Inspection of Sunshine Day Nursery
6 Tarmount Lane, SHOREHAM-BY-SEA, West Sussex BN43 6DA

Inspection date: 23 April 2024

Overall effectiveness Good

The quality of education Good

Behaviour and attitudes Good

Personal development Good

Leadership and management Good

Overall effectiveness at previous 
inspection

Outstanding



What is it like to attend this early years setting?

The provision is good

Children are happy and settled with nurturing practitioners who know them well. 
Babies build strong relationships with their key person. They cuddle together 
looking at books and pictures. Practitioners quickly respond to babies' cues, for 
example when they need a sleep or nappy change. Older children confidently come 
into the nursery and wave goodbye to their parents. They know where to self-
register and independently place their belongings away. 

Leaders have an ambitious curriculum in place. It aims to provide children with a 
rich set of experiences to enhance their future learning. Children enjoy playing at 
the 'finger gym' table. Practitioners support them with activities such as threading. 
This helps children to develop the muscles in their hands for learning to write. 
Children become absorbed in these activities and maintain focus for long periods. 
They develop positive attitudes to learning.

Children are physically active in their play. They move around the well-organised 
environments, ready to explore and learn. Young children laugh and giggle as they 
practise jumping with practitioners. Play equipment and environments are carefully 
thought out. Practitioners create areas that encourage babies to practise skills such 
as pulling themselves up and walking. Children develop good physical skills.

What does the early years setting do well and what does it 
need to do better?

n Practitioners know how to support babies' early language development. They sit 
with them and introduce simple words, such as 'book' and 'ball'. Babies enjoy 
these close experiences and begin to attempt to say the words back. 
Practitioners are expressive and enthusiastic. They offer babies praise and 
cuddles for practising new words. Communication and language are supported 
well.

n Leaders ensure that all children have access to a broad and meaningful 
curriculum. The special educational needs coordinator (SENCo) supports leaders 
in this role. She works with parents and professionals to put focused plans in 
place for children with special educational needs and/or disabilities (SEND). This 
ensures that all children receive the support they need to achieve the best 
outcomes.

n Overall, children behave well. They learn about the importance of sharing and 
taking turns. Children begin to use tools, such as sand timers, to help them 
understand about waiting for their turn with a favourite toy. However, 
practitioners do not consistently deliver clear instructions or remind children of 
rules. As a result, children do not always understand what is expected of them.

n Children develop an understanding of how to take care of their own needs and 
understand they must wash their hands before eating. Practitioners remind 
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children about 'bubble gloves' to support their understanding of using soap. 
However, practitioners do not always extend children's knowledge of good 
health. For example, practitioners do not talk about food and nutrition at 
mealtimes. Furthermore, they cannot answer questions children ask about what 
is in their food. This means that children do not always gain the information they 
need to promote healthy lifestyle choices.

n Practitioners implement the literacy curriculum effectively. Children experience a 
wide range of books. They excitedly listen when practitioners enthusiastically 
read stories to them. Practitioners plan trips to the local library and provide 
books to take home when preparing for school. Children develop a love of 
reading. 

n Parents and practitioners work together to support children's learning. 
Practitioners provide feedback about children's progress. Parents speak highly of 
the enriching experiences their children enjoy, such as yoga and French lessons. 
Parent partnerships are strong.

n Children gain knowledge from purposefully planned activities. Practitioners talk 
to children about the concept of floating and sinking. As children drop the items 
into water, practitioners talk about the properties that might help each item to 
float. Children make predictions and thoroughly enjoy the experiment. They are 
highly engaged and interested in their learning.

n Leaders have a clear understanding of their responsibilities. They provide 
practitioners with a wealth of professional development opportunities. 
Practitioners also confirm that leaders support their well-being effectively. 
Leaders are committed towards ensuring high standards and utilise all 
opportunities to support practitioners to deliver a high-quality provision.

Safeguarding

The arrangements for safeguarding are effective.

There is an open and positive culture around safeguarding that puts children's 
interests first.

What does the setting need to do to improve?

To further improve the quality of the early years provision, the provider 
should:

n improve the planning of activities and the delivery of the curriculum to help 
children learn how to develop a healthy lifestyle and understand the importance 
of nutrition

n provide children with clear and consistent instructions that support their 
understanding of behavioural expectations. 
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Setting details
Unique reference number EY397431

Local authority West Sussex

Inspection number 10335413

Type of provision Childcare on non-domestic premises

Registers Early Years Register, Compulsory Childcare 
Register, Voluntary Childcare Register

Day care type Full day care

Age range of children at time of 
inspection

0 to 4

Total number of places 85

Number of children on roll 120

Name of registered person Sunshine Day Care Limited

Registered person unique 
reference number RP526618

Telephone number 01273 441 912

Date of previous inspection 14 June 2018

Information about this early years setting

Sunshine Day Nursery registered in 2009 and is situated in Shoreham, West 
Sussex. It is open each weekday from 7.30am to 6pm, for 51 weeks of the year. 
The nursery employs 41 members of staff. Of these, 29 have early years 
qualifications between level 2 and level 6. The nursery receives funding for the 
provision of free early education for children aged two, three and four years.

Information about this inspection

Inspector
Nicola Houston
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Inspection activities

n This was the first routine inspection the nursery received since the COVID-19 
pandemic began. The inspector discussed the impact of the pandemic with the 
provider and has taken that into account in their evaluation of the nursery. 

n Leaders and the inspector completed a learning walk together of all areas of the 
nursery and discussed the early years curriculum.

n Children spoke to the inspector during the inspection.
n The inspector talked to practitioners at appropriate times during the inspection 

and took account of their views.
n The SENCo spoke to the inspector about how they support children with SEND.
n The inspector observed the interactions between practitioners and children.

We carried out this inspection under sections 49 and 50 of the Childcare Act 2006 
on the quality and standards of provision that is registered on the Early Years 
Register. The registered person must ensure that this provision complies with the 
statutory framework for children's learning, development and care, known as the 
early years foundation stage.

If you are not happy with the inspection or the report, you can complain to Ofsted.
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The Office for Standards in Education, Children's Services and Skills (Ofsted) 
regulates and inspects to achieve excellence in the care of children and young 
people, and in education and skills for learners of all ages. It regulates and 
inspects childcare and children's social care, and inspects the Children and Family 
Court Advisory and Support Service (Cafcass), schools, colleges, initial teacher 
training, further education and skills, adult and community learning, and education 
and training in prisons and other secure establishments. It assesses council 
children's services, and inspects services for looked after children, safeguarding 
and child protection.

If you would like a copy of this document in a different format, such as large print 
or Braille, please telephone 0300 123 1231, or email enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk.

You may reuse this information (not including logos) free of charge in any format 
or medium, under the terms of the Open Government Licence. To view this licence, 
visit www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/doc/open-government-licence/, write to the 
Information Policy Team, The National Archives, Kew, London TW9 4DU, or email: 
psi@nationalarchives.gsi.gov.uk

This publication is available at https://reports.ofsted.gov.uk/.

Interested in our work? You can subscribe to our monthly newsletter for more 
information and updates: http://eepurl.com/iTrDn.

Piccadilly Gate
Store Street
Manchester
M1 2WD

T: 0300 123 1231
Textphone: 0161 618 8524
E: enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk
W: www.gov.uk/ofsted

© Crown copyright 2024
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